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• Priestly Formation Directory (info on 145 high school, 
college, and theology level priesthood formation programs)

• Diaconate Formation Directory (info on 158 distinct 
diaconate programs)

• Lay Ecclesial Ministry Formation Directory (info on 169 
programs sponsored by arch/dioceses, Catholic colleges, 
universities, seminaries, and schools of  theology.
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Class of  2021 retention rate: 72%
Average retention rate from 2010-2021 is 76%
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 Annual collaboration of  the USCCB CCLV Secretariat 
and CARA since 2006. The USCCB has conducted the 
study since 1998.

 The survey was administered between January-March 
2021.  

 Of  the 472 identified ordinands, 346 completed the 
survey (73% response rate). 

 The respondents included ordinands to the diocesan 
(261) and religious priesthood (83).
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increased from 22% in 1999 to 38% in 
2003. Since 2003, the ratio declined to 
23% in 2015. In 2021, 27% of ordinands 
were foreign-born.
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 Most common countries of  birth among foreign-born 
ordinands are Mexico, Vietnam, Philippines, and Poland.

 Religious ordinands are 4 percentage points more likely 
than diocesan ordinands to identify as Caucasian/Euro. 
American/white.

 Diocesan ordinands are 4 percentage points more likely 
than religious ordinands to identify as Hispanic/Latino.
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Casey – convert first bullet point into a slide. Then the three remaining bullet points can be on this slide (we discussed the possibility of changing the second bullet point into a graph/chart as well – use your best judgment on this decision.
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